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Abstract

This paper examines the recurring issue of hard labour
and violence against a child in the Nigerian society
drawing evidences from the Yoruba novelists'
perspectives and societal experiences. Although there are
existing studies on various forms of violence in the
society even against children, yet there is still need for a
research on how various forms of violence against
children have been depicted in Yoruba novels, causes of
these violence and preventive measures suggested by the
novelists, to eradicate or reduce to minimal level in the
society. This is the focus of this paper. Six Yoruba
Novels were purposively selected that depict one form of
violence or another against a child, relating to the current
happenings in the Nigerian society. Attachment theory
was used to validate the findings of this research. Three
major forms of violence against a child were identified:
physical, sexual, and psychological violence. This
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violence was then reflected in forms of beating a child,
child hard labour, prevention from education, child
hawking during school hours, emotional manipulation,
and rape. The research discovers that the main
perpetrators of child violence are mostly adults who have
attached themselves to the child as sole provider or
caregiver. In conclusion, the paper, as suggested by the
novelists, submits that there is an urgent need for
continuous counseling of children, parents and the
society at large on the issue of violence against children
about the provision of the Nigerian child Act of 2003 for
the protection of each child. There is also a need of a
grave punishment for pedophiles beyond prison
sentencing but should be incarcerated immediately.

Keywords: Child, violence, mirror image, Attachment
theory, Yoruba Novels

Introduction

A child according to the Nigerian constitution is anyone
below the age of 18. This implies that age 0 to 17 is
considered a minor or child in the Nigerian society. This
set of people is believed to be under the care of a parent
or caregivers. Violence is defined as a way of inflicting
harm or danger to a person that can cause injury, death,
underdevelopment or deprivation (WHO). Hence, child
violence is defined as a process of intentionally causing
harm, danger or even death to a child which may lead to
physical, social, psychological or sexual assault.

The concept of violence is not just pertaining to children
alone; it can be among the adults as well. However, the
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focus of this paper is on violence where the child is a
victim and adult or older persons are the perpetrators of
the assaults. The Nigerian society is on daily bases,
growing with high rates of violence of all forms against
children. This inhumane act has been captured by
Nigerian literary writers in their works including Yoruba
Novels. The forms, consequences and preventive
measures are likewise discussed. The six purposively
selected novels are Kddard ati Egbon Ré by J.F Qdiinjo
and A.B QOladipupo, Iyin Ogun Qdun by Olufinmilola
Akinodé, Qdin A yako?by Niké Adésanya, Ina Ayé, Sisi
Olobi,and Sé Dandan ni? by Fadékemi Addagbadda.

The Yoruba Worldview and Concept of Violence
against Child

Procreation is a feature of all living creatures in general
including human beings. Thus, it is believed that the
purpose of the creation of both sexes by the creator is for
reproduction. The two universally accepted holy books
(Bible and Quran). This is established in Genesis 1: 28,
the Creator commands the man and woman he created to
be fruitful and multiply. And Quran 18: 46 supports the
same claim that "children are the adornment of life". In
essence, children became an important entity of any
union either legal or traditional between a man and a
woman. Albeit, it will be an overgeneralisation to say
that children is highly valued by all human culture.

From the African point of view, children are highly
valued. Africans believed that the purpose of marriage is
to reproduce children. They are of the view that the main
reason, if not justification, for polygamy and other forms
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of marriage which may be considered more or less
strange from the perspective of other cultures are
children (Tangwa, 2002). Conversely, childlessness
remains one of the main causes of divorce in Africa, as a
childless marriage is considered equivalent to no
marriage at all. Tangwa reiterate further that, the idea of
an illegitimate child or bastard is not applicable in
traditional Africa because of the high value they place on
children. He gave a vivid instance of his illustration from
a Cameroon practice;

In Cameroon, it is very common for the parents
of a girl who is approaching her thirties as a
childless spinster to urge her to try and get a
child by all means “before it becomes too late” if
after words she finds a husband, her parents are
usually only too happy to keep her premarital
child, who often in any case, bears the father’s
name.

In the same vein, Yoruba society as a part of Africa,
holds children in great value. A child is very essential in
a Yoruba family. This is evident in the names they give
to their children such as Omoboriowo (child is beyond
money), Omogoroola (child is above wealth);, Omolayo
(child equals joy), Omoladun (child equals pleasure);
Omoniyl (child equals honour), Omoleye (child equals
dignity), etc. This shows that a child is valued more than
any materialistic posession, be it money, jewelries, or
wealth. They believe that the child is a source of joy,
happiness, dignity and recognition to the family. In like
manner, the Yoruba have established their views about
the child in their oral genres, specifically we shall
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examined it from some Ifa verses, proverbs, aphorism,
and Ekun iyawo.

Yoruba society sees children as replacement or better put
successor after them. This they say;

omo eni ni n seléde leyin eni/ omo eni nii wolé
deni.

one's child is his representative in his absence.

This means that, it is ones child that looks after the house
when one is dead. They tend to compare this to when a
plant or tree falls and another of its kind spring up,
bogede ba ki, a fomo re rgpo. When a plantain’s tree
dies another young one springs up. This reveals the high
esteem in which this society takes children. This can also
be affirmed in the prayer they pray for a new wife on her
journey to her husband’s house.

The concept of Violence against A child

The concept of violence against a child which can also
be referred to as 'child abuse'according to Dorothy
(2008) could be traced to post world war 11 experiences
of the 1940s. Scholars try to define child abuse from
their various fields of studies, which include psychology,
education, social workers, health education, law
enforcement and psychiatrics. Chase (1976), a
psychologist, defines child abuse as the deliberate and
willful injury on a child by a guardian, either by hitting,
beating, slamming against the wall, burning with
cigarettes, scalding with hot water, locking in a dungeon,
torturing, sexual abuse and even killing. This involves
active and hostile aggressive treatment, lack of care and
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interest. It is believed by some scholars that the child
forms a story of emotional attachment to his parents and
others who contribute to his/her physical and
psychological comfort. However, once this comfort has
been removed from the child, then it means the child has
been abused as asserted by attachment theory. Ajuwon
and Ojie (2014) who are educators also define child
abuse as synonymous with negative, excessive, or over
usage of something, in this sense the child. They further
explain the Yoruba means of abusing children by
establishing the fact that a child to some extent in
cultural perspective is a bonafide property of the parents,
and if this view holds, it literarily means the parent can
do anything to their property either positively or
negatively without anyone questioning them for it.

According to Kalu (1996) an educator also sees, violence
against a child as an act of omission or commission that
denies a child of basic rights to healthy development
physically and socially. Violence against a child is also
defined as physical or psychological maltreatment of a
child by his/her parents is it fosters parents, guardians,
relatives or other adults. From an educator point of view,
Alekseeva (2007), as cited in Dryden (2009), also stated
that adults are responsible for any form of child abuse
that children encounter;
Children make up the segment of society that is
the most defenseless, vulnerable, and completely
dependent on adults. It is the fault of adults when
children end up in areas of natural disasters and
catastrophes or zones of military combat
operation and become the hostages and victims
of physical, sexual, and emotional violence
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The International Labour Organisation (1999) looks at
the different social malady of violence as it has taken
different forms, from child slavery, forced labour, child
trafficking, debt bondage, prostitution, child battering,
and other forms hazardous and exploitative work. When
the fundamental human right of a child is tampered with,
it can also be seen as violence against a child.

World Health Organisation (1999) postulates that child
abuse or maltreatment as constituting all forms of
physical or emotional ill-treatment, sexual abuse, neglect
or negligent treatment or commercial or other
exploitation, resulting in actual or potential harm to the
child's health, survival, development or dignity in the
context of a relationship of responsibility, trust, or power.
From the foregoing definitions of violence against a
child, we can rightly submit that children are mostly
abused by people who are basically their caregiver and
who the children totally rely on. Joyce (2009) also gave
a vivid and elucidating definition of child abuse, as;

Any inflicting of serious physical injury upon a
child by persons other than accidental happening,
suffering harm by reason of neglect, sexual
abuse, and malnutrition, exposure to physical,
mental, spiritual. Psychological and emotional
torture which could be prevented is child abuse.
Notably, as most of the definitions above indicated,
children are mostly abused physically, sexually or
psychologically by their parents or caregivers. There is
also a consensus that child abuse is not an accidental act
but an intentional one. There are overlapping in the
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different forms of child abuse cited above by scholars
and organisations. They could however be summarized
into the following types; sexual violence, psychological
violence, social violence, and child labour. It has been
discovered that there is always an issue of child abuse on
daily news reported in Nigeria.

Child sexual harassment and child trafficking is the most
common of them. The situation has reached an alarming
state that needs an immediate intervention as stated by
the chairman of Nigerians in Diaspora, Abike Dabiri-
Erewa, that over 7,000 women and children are involved
in trafficking to Libya only (2025 Report). This is not
including to other part of the world like the America and
Europe. It is not only in the media that the issue of abuse
has been recognised but Yoruba literary artists being the
watchmen of the society, have also observed these
various forms of violence against children in their
works.

Adunmo (2012) identifies the societal class below
poverty line as those among whom child abuse is more
common than any other. He debunks the popular
assertion that people who abuse their children are
probably suffering from mental disorders. He opines that
children abusers suffering mental illness are as fewer as
just 10% of total abusers. To him, violence or abuse
against child is a result of a complex combination of
personal, social and cultural factors, which he tried to
group under four categories; intergenerational
transmissions of violence; social stress; social isolation
and low involvement in community development; and
unequal family structure.
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Oyedeji (1999) applauds of Adunmo's (2012) claim that
child abuse may be as a result of response to the
economic stress in the family, desire to satisfy or boost
one's ego, lack of knowledge on effective method of
child control, transferred aggression, bad cultural
practices, sheer hatred and jealousy, anxiety and
response to various societal forces. He also stated that
child abuse as evident in Yoruba literary works, have
created implications on the society at large and bad
effect on the victims.

Having gone through some of the previous works on
violence against children in the Yoruba society, Nigeria
and the world as a whole, the momentum gathered will
help in this paper to channel our work towards a
meaningful direction, to be able to identify and discuss
meaningful different types of the abuses in the selected
novels.

Attachment Theory

One of the theoriesuseful in explaining certain aspects of
child abuse is the attachment theory. Through attachment
theory tries to explain the importance and significance of
a well-bound attachment between a caregiver (parents or
guidance) and a child. The theory emphasises deep and
enduring emotional bounds that connect one person to
another across time and space. It is a psychological,
evolutionary and ethnological theory concerning the
relationships between human beings which were
formulated by a psychiatrist and psychologist John
Bowlby in 1963. The core principle of the theory is that
a young child needs to develop a relationship with at
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least one primary caregiver for social and emotional
development to live normally. The attachment theory
further explains that if a child lacks the necessarily
required attachment from his/her caregivers, his/her
subsequent development will be endangered.

Attachment theory in psychology originates with the
seminal work of John Bowlby (1958). In the 1930's John
Bowlby worked as a psychiatrist in a child guidance
clinic in London, where he treated many emotionally
disturbed children. This motivated or instigated his
propagation of attachment theory. His experience leads
him to consider the importance of the child's relationship
with their mother especially in terms of their social,
emotional and cognitive development. Bowlby (1958)
propped that attachment can be understood within an
evolutionary context in that caregiver provides safety
and security for a child.

This research adopts the concept of attachment to
underscore the fact that most of the time; lack of
closeness and due attention to a child can be regarded as
an abuse in itself which gives room for other types of
violence which make negative impacts on the child. In
another word, while the child completely rely upon and
trust his/her caregiver for maximum safety, not taken
seriously, rather it is betrayed and this finally leads to an
emotional effect on the child. Hence, a child can be
abused through neglect or lack of attachment from
his/her parents/ caregivers. In a subsequent analysis, we
shall analyse how the lack of necessary bond between a
child and his/her caregiver leads to abuse and finally
gave consequence on the growth and wellbeing of the
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child. The advantage a person can take on a child
because of how the child has attached him/herself to the
caregiver or adult can leads to various forms of violence
as it shall soon be revealed in the cause of the finding
from the selected novels.

Depiction of Hard Labour and Violence Against a
Child

Child Hard Labour

Child hard labour is one of the major ways in which a
child can be abused. According to child right constitution
of Nigeria, every child is expected to be in school at their
tender age. Therefore any altering to this right of
children is a violation of their rights. Inasmuch as when
a child is expected to be in school but found doing other
things like working, selling, being used for hard work as
a means of self-survival, then his/her right has been
infringed on. African novelists have portrayed this form
of abuse in the work, for instance, Adésanya portrayed
this in "Qdan A Yako?" where, Asindemadé gave four of
her daughters to a friend to take them to town, to be used
as house helps and after a while learning a trade. And
their father was collecting the money from the girls'
slavery.

Awon égbon Rolayd mérin ti won ti pari eko
alakoobere saaju re ni won i karo ni ila
Ayégbegé o si ilu okéere. Baba won yonda
won fin awon oré ¢ r¢ pelu adéhun pé won
y60 wa isé€ ko léyin igba die ti won ti se ise
omo 0do." ("Qdun A Yako? Pp.13)
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Four of ROlayo's elder one who had
finished primary school before her have left
Ayégbegé village for the city. Their father
released them to his friends with the
agreement that they will learn a hand work
after serving as a maid for some time.

This is a serious violence against children, as their
parents see them as a form of business or commodity
that they could exchange for money. In the Nigerian
society today, parents have turned their child (ren)/ward
to a source of financial way out from poverty. The sole
responsibility of a parent to provide for the child has
been shifted to the children. Children are not just been
use as inter-tribal slaves or house helps but it has been an
international trade where children are sent has far as
Libya as house helps so that they can send the profit
from it to their parents at home. In fact, the chairman of
Nigerian in Diaspora, Abike Dabiri-Erewa gave a recent
report of house children especially girls are stuck in
Libya after being maltreated by the agent that took them
there and wanted to come back home desperately. She
stated that over 7,000 children are women are involved
in slavery in Libya alone. This she called ‘Modern
slavery’.

Prevention for Education

Education is a very important aspect of child
development by the parent, and the father especially is
meant to be responsible for all the academic need of the
child, as the financial head of his family. According to
the Nigeria children Act, a section of the Nigeria
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fundamental human Act, in subsection seven. It is stated
that; "... the child is entitled to receive education. Which
will promote his general culture and enable him/her on a
basis of equal opportunity... " but as reflected by Yoruba
novelists, parents tend to deny their children especially
the female children of this right. Some of these are
portrayed in the novels. For instance, in "Sé Dandan ni?"
Adagbada portrayed Adélani as one of those Yoruba
fathers who refuse to send their children especially the
female ones to school, on the ground that they are
female, with no profit afterall.

Baba yin kuku ti ni ilééwé girama ti mo fi 6

si ko kan oun, 6 ti ni ki o 19 kosé..." (Pp.44)
Your father had avouched that he is less
concern with your enrolment in Grammar

School, he said you should go and learn a
trade...

In the same vein, it was also reflected in "Qdtn A Yako?
Which described how Asindemadé refused to send all his
female children to pass primary school, claiming that it
is a waste of resources.
Mo ti wi fun o t¢le pé émi ko ni yoo se
asedanu, ti n 6 t0 omobinrin ni ilé-iwé.

...Jlayé nbi ko? Kosi 1amoon se 1600 ebolo,
y60 rungbé kanhin naa ni. Tabi taa ni o fé
fi tire jo? Bobinrin ba ka mititi, ilé iddna
okunrin kan ni yoo pari i r¢ si. ("Odin A
Yako? Pp.12)
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Initially, I have told you that I will not
labour in vain, for me to educate a female
child.

... not in this world? A leopard will never
change his spot. Or whom to do want to
take after? If a female child is given all
the due education, she will definitely end
it up in one man's kitchen.

This denial of education ends up turning these children
to street hawking or other unhealthy activities in the
society. When a child is denied access to education at a
tender age that his/ her brain is till eager to learn about
any or everything around, such child will satisfy his
curiosity with things really available and polluted in the
society. Some of these children make end up as street
hawkers or street boys and girls.

Hawking during school hour

Under the child's rights as listed in the fundamental
human rights constitution of Nigeria, a child has right
and privilege to nine years of primary education which
should be free. In essence, no parents should prevent or
obstruct this government plan for the child. The moment
a parent obliges against this child education right then
such a child has been denied of his/her education right.
Some parents/caregivers instead of allowing their
child/ward to benefit from the government millennium
goal of free education to all children in irrespective of
race or gender or colour, they use the child also as a
means of providing for the family. Some of these
children are what are seen on the major roads, corners,
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market or streets hawking all manner of things at a very
tender age. This atrocity committed by parents is what
Yoruba novelists have described or reflected in their
works. As portrayed by Adésanya in "Qdun A Yako?"
Rolayo was exposed to hawking bread at a very tender
age of ten when most of her age mates wake up in the
morning and go to school, she instead wakes up to go to
the bread factory to collect bread she will hawk for the
day. Though, she was forced to make this decision after
her father refused to send her to school and she was
asked to choose a trade.

Ni afemQjumg, is¢ burédi kikiri ni Rolayo
so fin baba r¢ pé oun yoo maa se. Rolayo ti
6 fi di¢ 1é ni omo odin méwaa pa oruko da
ni adugbo, 6 di odomodé oniburedi.
Rolayo, eni ti 6 féran lati 1o si ilé-iwé, ba
ara r¢ ni idi ¢ja tita lapandodo laaaro kutu
ayé r¢." (Qdun A Yako? Pp. 14)

At dawn, Rolayo told her father that she

will engage in hawking of bread. Rolayo

who is ten years plus change her name in

the neighbourhood, she turns a small child

who sells bread. Rolayg, who loves to go to

school, finds herself in the compulsory

selling of bread at her preliminary stage.
This above excerpt reveals that this young girl whom the
author has described as a very brilliant student while she
was still in primary school would love to further her
education but she was denied by her father. Instead, she
was turned into a money-making machine to be
responsible for her family at a tender age of ten. This
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behaviour was warranted because ROlayo's father
believed that only a male child needs education. Though,
this believe that a girl child should not be educated is
gradually fading off among the Yoruba tribes but it is
still very prominence and other major tribes in Nigeria.
There was a report and plead by an Instagram user on
May 18, 2026, requesting for support for some children
he is schooling for free that the community wants to give
their hands out in marriage to older adults. She pleads
for aids so that he can continue to teach them and
prevent them from child marriage.

Asides, from child labour, there are many other violence
against children in the Nigerian society today such as
physical assault, sexual assault and forceful decision on
children.

Physical Violence.

Physical violence against a child is an omission or
commission of physical assault against a child which can
lead to visible damage or hurt the child. This can be seen
in form of beating, bullying a child or even causing the
death of a child.

This form of physical violence occurs when an adult
exercises his/her superiority over a child, not in form of
correction of a bad behaviour but to bully the child. This
is another common behaviour in the Nigeria society,
where adults beat children for unknown reasons.
Though, there is an adage that says 'sphere the rod and
spoils the child. This means that beating or spanking a
child for a wrong doing is accepted in Yoruba culture.
There is no disputing fact about this because this is a
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way of training up a child to become an acceptable
future citizen and ambassador of the society' 'omoliuiabi’.
However, this goes out of hand when it is considered as
the only means of training a child to the extent of putting
bruises on the skin of the child or damaging a part of the
body of the child or just beating the child for any
behaviour exhibited by the child. This is a form of
violence against the child. Some of Yoruba novels have
reflected this in their works. For instance, Akinlabi
portrayed this form of abuse in "Ina Ayé" when
Gbonjubgla Asakun, the main character's uncle's wife
beat him, as a transfer of aggression from her husband's
abuse on her.

Afi po6 16jiu Rémi, 6 ki i mol¢, 6 na an
bii-kuku-bii-yiye. Bi ko ba se Musili,
ko pé oun ko nii ran an 19 sodo iyaa r¢
l1orun. Igbe nla so, gbogbo awon ara
adagbo pé, awon obinrin n paté popo.
Won 11 s¢ kobakingbé oro si Gbonju pé
ko si saani omo orukan" (Ind Ayé,
Pp.5)

And Remi received a slap on his face;
she grabbed him and beat him
mercilessly. If not for Musili, she
does not mind of sending him to
heaven to meet with his mother. And
a loud noise breaks out as all the
neighbour's gathers, and women were
clapping. While lots of abuse and
debasing words are cast on Gbonju
for not have passions for the orphan.
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This behaviour of Gbonjubola is not to correct Remi's
bad attitude or train him but she only transfers the
aggression from her husband on the boy. Since she could
not confront her husband to fight him back, she then
avenges it on the poor boy. Proven from the comments
of the spectators Gbonjibgla has beaten the boy beyond
acceptable way.

This habit of wrong correction or punishment for an
offense done by a child is rampant in the Nigerian
society today, there are daily reports of how parents out
of anger beat their children or ward to death. A woman
chained his son inside a sack in the house for several
days without food or water because she was told that he
was a witch and the only way to drive out the witchcraft
is to starve him to death.

Sexual Violence or Rape

Fayaz, 2019 defines Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) as a
form of violence against in which an adult or older
adolescent who is in a relationship of accountability,
trust or control, uses a child for sexual stimulation
(Fayaz, 2019). This implies that when a child is being
touched inappropriately or forced to do any sexual act is
sexual assault to the child.

In the society, as of date, the high level of child rape is
increasing rapidly every day. Various methods are being
adopted to lure these children to have forceful sex with
them. Especially this days has it is been reported in the
daily news, there is a no certain week where there will
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not be a report of an older man raping a child or
teenager. This is a great atrocity and decadence in our
society. Parents are scared of leaving their female
children alone at home. These children cannot be lonely
send on earn without being raped. This enormity act has
also be portrayed by novelists in their works. In "Sisi
Olobi" for instance, Akinlabi reflected how older men
can use metaphysical power to force sexual intercourse
on a child. This was seen in the incident that transpired
between Saléwa (Fadéké's mother) and Lati the
mechanic man, who used charm to rape her in his
workshop.

...gbogbo ibadi ti kan mi. Mo bu s¢kiin
ninu yara mi. Mo n finu sépe fin Lati to
fi tipatipa témi 16go. Emi ti mo ti ni
asikd 'honey moonni n 6 t6 mo
okunrin, igha nda ni mo fé ki oko mi
gbé agbe emu ti n ru bala wa silé wa
10do baba mi pela ¢kunrére isana lati
fihan pé emi kii se animasahun omo.

Emi nda wé ni mekaniiki, té ti ni iyawo
m¢ta silé tun fi tipatipa ba lopo nina
moto jagi. (Pp.53-54)

The waist has been aching me. I burst
into tears in my room. And I with
wholeheartedly continue cursing Lati
who forcefully took away my pride. For
I have planned to get disvirgin during
my honeymoon, it is then I want my
husband to bring strong spurring palm-
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wine to my father's house with a full
packet of matches to show that I am not
a share- out promiscuous child.

It is the same I that a just mechanic,
who has three wives in his house now
forcefully have sex with inside a lorry.

This man could not find a lady which is of his age range
to marry but he preferred to rape a young teenager who
in her mind has a bright future. This singular act
automatically ended her ambition, and so is the ambition
of many children and teenager of today ambition
terminated once they are involved in this type of abuse.
One can see that the cause of this abuse was as a result
of another abuse on the child by her parents, who left her
unmonitored because she was exposed to selling even
though she was schooling. This is to show that via
children hawking or left to live on their own without
appropriate monitoring at a young age, they can be
exposed to rape especially by unknown persons.

Emotional Violence

Child emotional violence occurs when the psychological
aspect of the life of a child is been disparaged. This is
making a child feels rejected or denied even where he or
she is meant to be welcome and celebrated as the theory
of attachment stipulated. This type of abuse can be
manifested when a child is been forced to rival a specific
character against his/her own detriment. This can be in
forceful emulation of character/profession or forceful
child marriage.
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Forceful Emulation of Character

This mostly happened when parents want to force their
wish especially their line of profession on their children.
This is common practice in Yoruba society, where
parents will want their childrento continue family line of
the profession when it is the desire of the child. They
want their children to emulate their way of life, their
religious practices, and habits. They have seen this as a
family taboo to any child that discern from it. Some of
Yoruba novelists have portrayed these in the pieces to
reflect the emotional implication of this on the children.

For instance, In "Kadara ati Egbon Re" the authors use
the whole storyline of the novels to portray this form of
abuse. Kadara suffers various forms of abuse just
because he refused to emulate his father's family
profession of farming to go for husbandry.
Odidi ewtré¢ méji ni Agb¢gbémi pa fin
Akobi ni ¢j¢ ipadé yi lati fi se ¢ye fun un
nitori ti is¢ agbe¢ ti 6 yan; sugbon omi toro
obe eran naa lasan ko kan Kadara 1'énu rara.

Agbégbémi Kkills two complete goats for his
first born during the meeting in order to
honour him for him to have chosen farming,
but a drop from the goat soup did not touch
Kadara's mouth.

...Agbégbémi paapad na owo ju bi 6 se ye lo,

siilénu.
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Agbégbémi even overspend beyond
normality, for he was trying to make Kadara
who did not oblige to his instruction feel
regretful.

...Kadara kako si korg yara ni gbogbo akoko
ti aseye yi nlo. OQkan r¢ bajé pé baba oun ati
gbogbo ebi nhu irti iwd yi si oun nitori pé
oun ko yan isé agbe." (Kadara ati Egbon Re,
Pp.15)

As the ceremony was going on, Kadara folds
himself up in one corner of the room. He
was extremely sad that his father and family
members could react to him in such way as
he did not choose to farm.

ForcefulChild Marriage

Forceful marriage is another form of abuse that has
reflected in the selected novels. This form of abuse can
be portrayed in two ways either the parents forced the
child to marry someone he/she does not like or they
force the child to early marriage. For instance, in "Qdtn
A Yako?" Rolay9's father plan to disown her by sending
her out of the house if she did not come with someone
she wants to marry at a given time, not minding her
tender age.

Mo fin o ni osu kan ki o mi ¢kan nint
awon onibaara re, bi bee ko, ikoko ko ni
gba omi ko tin gba eyin émi ir¢ ninu ilé
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yii. O 6 si karo léede mi, nitori ira yin
gboytn kanhin naa ni." (Qdin A Yako?
Pp.58)

I give you just a month to choose one

out of your customers, if not; we both

will not find things easy for each other

in this house. And you shall leave my

apartment, for people like you gets

pregnant at the later end.
Child marriage in the Yoruba society is gradually getting
reduced; however, it is still paramount among some
tribes as mentioned earlier. There are children ages 9 to
13 being forced to marry a man old enough to be their
grand or great grand-father. And it is not as if they will
be kept till they are old enough before having sexual
intercourse with them. No, they are molested and
impregnated at this tender age.

Consequences of violence against a child

The various forms of child abuse listed above have
developed to various effects or outcome on both the
child and the society at large. Some of the results of
abuse on children which reflected in the selected novels
viewed as social effect, health effect, psychological
effect or eventually death of a child.

Health Effects

When a child goes through such abuse as physical and
sexual abuse it mostly results in some health
complications on the child. This implication the novelists
has also revealed in the work. For instance, in 'Qdun &
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Yako?, Adésanya presented the effect of Asindemadé's
neglected of his female children with diverse disease
which was as a result of him sending his children away
in slavery. Mobonikeé contacted Hiv/Aids in the cause of
staying in a foreign land,

M¢boni ti ru 6 koja siso. Gbogbo awon
t6 ri i 16 mo pé nnkan 1 se €. ...&si ayewo
jadé I¢yin wakati di¢ ti won gba ¢je re
wo yara ayewo. Moboni ti ké kokoro
arun éedi.

Moboni, has slim down beyond
recognition. Everyone who sees her
knows that something is wrong with her.
...the result of her test came out after
few hours after taking her blood sample.
Moboni has been infected with HIV.

Mobonikee could not keep her feelings and regret as a
result of her father's behaviour when she was narrating
the cause of her mischief to the doctor who tested her
Hiv/Aids positive. She lamented that perhaps her father
has not sent them into slavery and also appreciate them
as a child not because they are female but as a gift from
God, probably she will be not have contacted this
disease.

Babé bi mi tan mo di alarinkiri. Iyanja 16

mu mi lo sile okéére 1o satip6d boya maa ri

batis€. Mo deni n sunilé ijo, ilé oti, ilé

itura kiri nitori atijeu. Kin ni iwtlo eni ti

6 ko korkord arun éédi bii témi. Amo o, ti
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mo ba tin ilé ay¢é yii wa, n 6 tin ipin mi
yan.

My father gave birth to me and I become
a wayward. I tried struggled to go oversee
to do dirty jobs to prosper in life. I
became on sleeping in dance arenas,
hotels, bars round just to survive. What is
the usefulness of a person infected with
HIV like myself. However, if I have the
chance of coming back to this world, I
will choose a different destiny.

Apart fromMQbonik¢¢, Moromok¢ the eldest son of
Asindemadé also died of unknown diseases coupled with
sexually transmtted infection. As reported by those who
brought her from the foreign land unconscious it was her
shout of angony that they heard, before coming to her
rescue, meanwhile her supposed husband has disappered
before then;

Awon alajogbé ré saa so wi pé 1¢yin ariwo
ti 6 pa ko 1& sord mg. O kan 14ju sil¢ bi
okua aguntan ni. ...dokita so wi pé Romoké
ni arun orisiirisii lara ati pé di¢ nintt awon
arun yii ni 6 ko 1ati ara ibi ibalopo.

Her neigh Unwanted pregnancy

Unwanted pregnancy is another vital effect of child
abuse, especially sexual abuse. In essence, when a child
becomes pregnant at a young age as a result of abuse or
unnecessary exposure to sex, as reflected above. The
victim meant not want to keep the pregnancy, which will
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lead to termination of the pregnancy or after birth
abandonment of the child. This effect was revealed by
Akinlabi and Adésanya in their works. in sisi Olobi,
Saléwa (Fadéke's mother) attempted abortion to
terminate the pregnancy she conceived after Lati raped
him. However, this abortion almost claims her life. Even
though she did not die but she damages her uterus which
made it difficult for a long time for her to conceive
again. Apart from, Mororunfolake, Asindémadé's second
daughter in 'Odun a Yako?'also died in the process of
abortion in the novel, which is also the result of their
father neglecting them to unknown people.

Drug Abuse leading to suicide

In the society of today, most youths are suffering from
drug abuse. This most times is as a result of one form of
abuse or the other they have been exposed to in their
early life and that they are still experiencing at the
moment. They then see overuse of a particular drug
which can raise their moral to do thing which superseded
normal. Over time the intake of such drugs or substance
may lead to abnormal behaviour and/or eventually death.
The novelists have portrayed examples of such children
who as a result of their abusive experience, involved in
consuming some substances to put an end to their lives.
For instance, Motayo's son for Adélani committed
suicide because he could not withstand the abuse from
his father again. Though his intention was just to use
sleeping pills, to prevent him from hearing his father's
verbal abuses but he overused the dose, which causes his
death.
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Regrets of one's behaviour

Regrets of one's behaviour is always the aftermath of a
perpetrator of abuse. Most abuser at the end of any
abusive behaviour always regrets their action. Especially
when they began to dance to the music of their actions.
The consequences will not only affect the abuser alone
but to the whole community in which the abuse has
taken place. For instance, in 'Kadara ati Egbon ré. The
effect of what Agbégbémi and Akobi did to Kadara did
not only affected them when Kadara becomes successful
in his husbandry profession but it also affected the whole
of Agbégbémi's community. As a matter of fact, if
Kadara had been allowed to practice his profession in his
land, a good number of Agbégbémi's indigenes will have
benefited from it. Some of the younger ones in the
community will have also learn how to rear. It will have
brought in a lot of foreigners to their village who have
come to purchase his animals. This is the belief that
when foreigners come into a community then there will
definitely be more development in that community over
time. All these where was the town where Kéadara later
settled down enjoyed via his profession.

In the same vein, in Odun a Yako? Asindemadé, also
regretted his action of neglecting his female children and
using them as slave to other people. The novelists
through the mouth of the character voiced out his regrets,
thus;

Rolayo omoo mi. O pé ki 6 t6 yé mi. Qja
ti kin 1434ro, mo si fi owa ara mi ta uki
alé t06 1¢. Mo padanu omo méta nina
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awon ti Elédua fi ta mi 1ore. ¢ wo odu
ayomi té kun bo se n deyo 16ja ayée mi.

My child, Rolayo. It was too late before
I understand. I used my hands to scatter
what I have earlier gathered. I lost three
children from the children God gave to
me. See, how my full river got waste
right in my presence.

This shows that Asindemadé has indeed seen the
consequences of his actions, and there is no remedy to it,
three of his children were already dead. However, it is
not only Asindemadé¢ alone that suffers the consequence
of his children death but also the whole community of
Ayégbege. In the sense that Rolayo who was the only
living daughter of Asindemadé after self-strife becomes
a successful accountant who becomes a good
ambassador of her community in other places. Imagine if
all of Rolayo's sisters also have privilege to education
but they would have become to the community? This is
also a regret on the community at large.

Misconception about certain people

Another vital effect of abusive behaviour is
misconception about people. Anyone who has been a
victim of any abusive behaviour tends to have some
perception about some particular set of people in the
society. Especially those in line with the perpetrator of
violence. Some children who are abused by their father
will naturally have bad impression about men. Such set
of people will find it hard to go out with any man and if
situation warranted it, they tried to be over defensive.
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They generally see all men as misogyny. Adésanya
reflected in 'Qdun 4 Yako? Rolayo becomes defensive
has a result of her experience with her father. Hence, she
sees all men as such. In her words, if it is culturally
accepted for a woman to marry another woman she will
have buy into that.;

Ki i se pé o ko wumi lokunrin sugbon
mo ti pinnu lokan mi pé ti ko ba seése
latifé obinrin bii témi, ki n kuaka dard
lailoko. (Pp93)

It is not that I do not like you as a man
but I have made up my mind if it is
impossible to marry a woman like
myself, [ will rather remain unmarried.

It took a lot of efforts before Bosipo could convince this
notion of RQlayo, that marrying same sex is a criminal
offense. He begged her to forgive all that men has done
to her and marry him. Though, lesbianism is a criminal
offense in Nigeria but there are some people who will try
every possible means to travel out of the country to
where it is acceptable to bring their wishes to pass. There
are several reports of similar cases on the social media
today.

Homelessness

Homelessness occurs in abuse when the parent neglects
their children or when a child is physically abused. In
order to escape these types of abuses, the child will
rather prefer to leave such an abusive environment and
end up on the streets or other immoral places like
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prostitution house, like the case of Mope in Iyan Ogun
odun. Some end up in clubhouses and beer parlours, like
in the case of Mobodnikee in Qdun 4 Yako?. Kadara in
'Kadara ati Qgbon ré' was also homeless as a result of his
father and brother's frustration of his live and profession.
The boy has to live the home to an unknown destination
just because he wanted to be far away from his abusive
environment. A good number of homeless children in the
society have similar challenges from their
parents/caregivers.

Death

The most tragic and extreme consequences of violence
against a child is any form of violence that can lead to
death of a child. The World Health Organisation (WHO)
has estimated that about 155,000 children of ages 15 or
younger died every year around the world as a result of
abuse (Pinheiro,2006). This implies that larger number
of children are assaulted every year even though some
may not lead to death but other consequence. There is
evidence of fatal violence in the selected novels. In
'Qdan a4 Yako? three of Rolayo's sisters died as a result of
their father abusive acts.

In the light of the above-stated consequences of violence
against a child, it is glaring that violence against children
may venture into a wide range of diverse effects for both
children and adolescents. This may end up making some
of the survival of violence against a child, a future
abuser. Which may be as a result of the notion infuse
into them through their experience, especially about
some specific set of people in the society.
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Preventive Measures to Violence against a Child

To prevent the reoccurence of various types of abuses
against children in the society, the novelists have also
been able to proffer realistic and practicable solutions or
preventive measures against such abuses. In the light of
this, some of the solutions are as follows:

Giving of public lecture

To prevent child abuse at all cause, there should be a
regular public lecture on the dangers associated with
child abuse especially abuse of female child. Adésanya
gave an example of such solution in Qdun A Yako?
where Rolayo was seen giving a public speech to her
community on the rights of a child at her wedding. Here,
she established the five points rights of a child to the
whole public as entrenched in the constitution. She also
advocated for equal treatment of children irrespective of
their sex. She finally, enumerated various positions in
which women have held and still holding in the society,
to state the fact that girl education is very important.

Discouragement of Gender Discrimination

Novelists also are of the opinion that if every
misconception about female child can be eradicated in
the society, it will limit the level at which children,
especially female, are being abused in the society.
However, each child should be seen as a gift from
heaven, which some people are spiritually struggling to
have. In QOdin A yako? the Doctor Labaké who
counselled Monbonikeé established this. She narrated
how a child should be cherished by her parents. She gave
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a practical example of her vilage to portray an ideal
society where the gender of a child is not a barrier to the
care of the child.

Baba mi ko 1é sai to mi ni ilé-iwé nitori
pé omo ti a ko ko ni yoo gbé ilé ti a ko
ta, ati pé awon o0bi mi ko ni sise tabi aise
ju pé ki won gba fQlorun fun ohun ti 6
ma wé. ...Amé n ko da babé re 1ébi o,
nitori eérd0 awon ¢niyan nipa obinrin
lagbégbé yii yato papo si ti il Idana.
(pp. 40, 45)

My father could not resist sending me to
school because a child that is not trained,
wilol definately sells ones house, and my
parents have no choice than to accept
their fate. ... But i do not blame you
father, because the view of people in this
community about women is different
from that of Idana city.

Apart from here, it is also estabished in Sé dandan ni?
that female children when educated can become or hold
any principal positions in the society. This is the advise
giving to Adélani and his friends in the novel, through
the novelists herself. The novelist thereby portray that
women can hold positions that some cultural beliefs have
been reserved exclusively for men alone such as
becoming a medical doctor, a lecturer, a lawyer and so
on.

Discarding of some cultural practices or belief
system.
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Another cogent solution to violence against a child is
that, the society has to cast off some inherited cultural
norms that are already outdated in this modern society,
some of such include compelling a child to marry at
his/her own detriment, like it was seen in the case of
Ralayo in Qdiin A Yako?. Perhaps if Mordlagbé had not
forced Joké on his son to marry probably she would not
have been the tragic victim. The novelists encourage the
society to allow their children or wards to make such
decision personally. In like manner, Qdanjo and
Oladiptpo in Kdadard ati Egbon ré advise parents to
always support their child/ward chosen profession and
they should desist from enforceing a particular family
profession on a child as it is common in our society
today. The writers use the incident of Kédar4 as a case
study to attest that each child has a definite profession he
wants to practice and he/she should be given the right to
do so with full support.

Incarcerationand Castration of children rapist or
child sexual abusers

Incarceration and castration of children rapist or child
sexual abuser is another solution to curb this immoral
and criminal act in the societyas it has been made
available under the children Rights Acts of 2003 and the
enforcement Procedure Rule of 2015. The government
should follow due process by ensuring that rapists of the
minor are tried in courts immediately. If found guility,
they should be made to bear the full weight of the law
not just by being sentence to prison for few years but
also by preventing them from committing such act in
future. Though in Sisi Olobi, Lati wassentenced to two
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years imprisonment just like the case of the Nigerian
Nollywood actor, Olanrewaju Omiyinka (Baba Ijesa)
who was sentence to just three years imprisonment and
he is back into the society.

In conclusion, this paper submits that the issue of
violence against a child is still a recurring case in the
Nigerian society and studies on this cannot be
overemphasised. There is need for more studies on in-
depth research like this on violence against children from
other Nigerian literature to serve as continuous advocacy
in eradicating this menace away from the Nigerian
society, so that a child can really understands his/her
rights in the society.
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